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AUSTRALIA’S SUPPORT FOR UNITED STATES MILITARY ACTION IN IRAQ 
Motion 

Resumed from 5 December on the following motion moved by Hon Dee Margetts - 
That this House notes - 
(1) The recent comments from the Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs regarding 

Australia’s possible support for US military action in Iraq. 
(2) That these comments were made in the absence of any United Nations resolution or processes. 
(3) The threat to the livelihood of Western Australian agricultural producers and exporters in light 

of the Prime Minister’s indication that any request for Australian assistance would be 
considered against the “national interest test”. 

(4) The statements from Labor Leader Simon Crean that Mr Howard’s and Mr Downer’s 
statements are out of step with other international opinion. 

(5) The likely impact on the civilian population, particularly women and children. 
Therefore, the Legislative Council informs the Federal Government that it does not support Australian 
involvement in military action in Iraq without UN backing. 

HON DEE MARGETTS (Agricultural) [4.05 pm]:  Mr President -  

Hon Norman Moore:  I don’t agree with you at all! 

Hon DEE MARGETTS:  That stands to reason. 

Hon Derrick Tomlinson:  What about the voluntary student unions while you’re about it? 
Hon DEE MARGETTS:  Yes; absolutely.   
Several members interjected. 
Hon DEE MARGETTS:  Hear, hear!  I am happy to continue the remarks I began last Thursday on this motion 
on Australia’s involvement in a war on Iraq.  The point I was making was that statements of support have clearly 
been made, and we must all think very carefully about those statements.  The Minister for Foreign Affairs made 
broad statements on appeasement.  An article in The West Australian of 14 August 2002 states -  

WA Agriculture Minister Kim Chance attacked what he said were ill-considered comments by the 
Federal Government on possible military action against Iraq, saying they had damaged WA wheat 
exports. 

I make this statement deliberately, because during the debate on this motion, Minister Chance unfortunately said 
that he thought that this motion might be dangerous or that there were some things that might make it dangerous.  
I hope that I am not misquoting him.  The same minister had previously made very strong comments about and 
had criticised foreign minister Alexander Downer.   
I will point out why considerable concerns were expressed by members of the agricultural community.  I 
recently received a fax from the Western Australian Farmers Federation in response to a request for information, 
which states that the Grains Council of Australia - 

. . . continues to acknowledge that the $US 98.1 million is still owed by Iraq to Australian wheat 
growers who participated in the 1987-1990 wheat pools. 

That was a considerable time ago.  It continues -  

$US 381.2 million is owed by Iraq to the Australian Government. 

GCA has ensured that AWB and the Australian Government have maintained ongoing dialogue with 
Iraq to retrieve these unpaid funds.  The Iraqi Government fully acknowledges the debt and a 
commitment to repay the debt, but is in no position to act on the repayment whilst Iraqi funds remain 
frozen in foreign banks through sanctions imposed by the United Nations (UN).   

It continues -  

GCA has previously requested that the Australian Government take on the $US 98.1 million, pay 
growers and seek the funds from the UN, thereby transferring the Iraqi obligation to the UN.  The 
Australian Government indicated that it would not set such a precedent, as they would have to do the 
same for other industries affected by similar circumstances. 

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 
 


